
Drylaw Telford Community Council 

23rd August 2023 

Drylaw Neighbourhood Centre 

Minutes 

 

Attendance:  Sara Collins (Chair), Pam Higgins (Secretary), Penny Donnelly, Sara Collins, Cllr Vicky 

Nicolson, Cllr Jules Bandel, Eileen Brash, Thomas Brown, Cllr Vicky Nicolson, Cllr Hal Osler, Christine 

Paterson, Penny Donnelly, Jason Whitefield 

Apologies:  Dave Pickering, Jackie Brown (Treasurer), Cllr Max Mitchell 

1. Welcome & Apologies 

- Jackie Brown had a stroke 4 weeks ago and is recovering slowly.  She is back at work but 

will be taking a step back for the foreseeable.   

- Introductions for visitors. 

2. Declarations of Interest 

-  None 

3. Minutes of Last Meeting 

- Approved by Jason Whitefield, seconded by Thomas Brown.  

4. Chair Report – new in post so no report this month. 

5. Secretary Report – Date of next Inverleith Neighbourhood Network Meeting – 28th 

August. 

- Carbon Literacy and Democracy Matters webinars arranged for September and October.  

Links to sign up sent to Community Councillors. 

6. Police Report - No Police in attendance. 

7. Treasurer Report – As previous 

8. Councillors Report 

- Hal Osler – Fire station motion passed on a further explanation on the removal of the 

turntable at Crewe Toll Fire Station.  Due to centralisation of fire services, Edinburgh City 

Council will meet with the East of Scotland Fire Commissioner and will feedback in due 

course.   

- Scottish Fire Rescue Service feel these appliances are rarely used and are coming to the 

end of their life and regularly need maintained.  They also feel standard of fire escapes 

etc are far superior and the resource is no longer required. 

- Cllr Nicolson to feedback statistics of how often the turntable is in use. 

- CCTV Cameras - temporarily removed on walkway at Craigleith Retail Park as it is being 

updated.  We have requested and increase in cameras on the walkway due to incidents.  

We are hoping to have one installed at the Red Bridge. 

- Jason Whitefield asked if one could be installed at the park due to the frequency if fires.  

This may prove difficult due to the proximity of the park etc.  However, the benefit of the 

new cameras is that they can be moved around fairly easily so this may not be 

impossible in the future.  The North West Locality are hoping for 4 cameras. 

Vicky Nicolson – Craigleith catchment study – flooding issues that incorporates Drylaw.  

Looking at the potential of a suburban drainage system (wetland).  This would also 

include Drylaw Park. 



- To organise a walk round with Gary Hook to look at overgrown hedges in Wester Drylaw 

Park. 

- Thomas Brown has advised that Telford Drive also have issues with flooding due to 

blocked gulley’s.  Hal has advised that Thomas report these on the Council website. 

- Hal has advised that a site visit has been organised at Drylaw Shops for potential funding 

for upgrading.  An application for funding has been refused twice previously so to have a 

site visit is a positive step.  We will add questions to our open space consultation for 

opinions on the shops. 

- Pavement parking is back in Telford Drive after a period of cars being ticketed, police 

presence etc.  Vicky will follow this up. 

9. Rik Hodgson – DNC Co-ordinator – Working together with School and DNC. 

- 3rd week of being new Co-ordinator of the Centre and I am delighted to be here. 

- We have decided to have an open day 23rd September (11am – 3pm).  We are aiming to 

gauge opinions from the community on what they would like from their centre. 

- We will have food games etc.  Watch this space!!  

- We need to make our centre more visible! 

- DNC have secured £7500 from One City Trust to mentor children referred from Ferryhill 

Primary School. 

10. Community Consultation Update 

- Strategy Document has been sent around for everyone.  Elaine Lennon has this in 

advance in the Neighbourhood Network Meeting.  We also have a presentation ready to 

present.   

- Spray painting event organised at DNC – 6th October to get young people involved in the 

consultation.   

11. Community Newsletter, Website, social media 

- Sara thinks would like a consistent present on social media with updates on the 

greenspace consultation.   

- We need relevant information on the website to what is happening in the community 

and also FAQ’s, contact numbers. 

- Sub Committee – Pam Higgins, Thomas Brown, Jason Whitefield and Sara Collins 

- We have been offered a ¾ article in the Edinburgh Reporter regarding the Greenspace 

Consultation.  Thomas will write an article and share with the Community Council Prior 

to publishing. 

12. Local Issues – what are they?  Fly tipping, rubbish, dog fouling etc.  Could we do a 

Drylaw clean up with the council?   If so, we need support and involvement from the 

community.   

- Could we also have a skip that moves around the area? We need to identify the area 

where it will best be utilised and not abused. 

- Ferryhill P7b also have an eco-group so it would be good to liaise with them.  Pam will 

add to the parent council agenda. 

13. Fundraising, grants, community projects 

- Potential market in the vennel at the shops?  Could we contact North Edinburgh Arts and 

find out how they organised their similar event?  We would need to look in to licences 

required etc. 

- Community grants fund has opened for small projects which may benefit the community. 

14. Community Council Meeting Day   

- Survey Monkey to send out. 



15. AOB  - Elaine Lennon has asked for a list of Community Councillors and their email 

addresses for her correspondence. 

16. Date of next meeting 27th September 2023 

 


